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SITE Great Sand Dunes National Park

LOCATION Country: USA State: Colorado
Coordinates: 34°47’N, 102°00’W Elevation:
Nearest Airfield: Alamosa Distance: 30 km
Map: 

HISTORY
NASA Involvement: N/A
External Partners: National Park Service

DESCRIPTION:
Environment: Sand Dunes
Facility: National Park
Crew: N/A
Experiments: N/A
Vehicles: Rental cars
Open: Year-round

POC National Park Service
E-mail: 
Tel:

FIGURES OF MERIT                   Site value: 1 (low) to 5 (high)

2National Park ServicePartner Organizations / LeveragingPartners
1National Park ServiceAccess & Land Use PermitsPermits
4National ParkMedia

E/PO - PA
3National ParkPublic Outreach - Visual Appeal
4National ParkEducation

References

5LimitedWaste Disposal
465 F < T < 85 FWeather (T Range, Rain?)
3Park RangersSearch & RescueSafety
2AlamosaMedical Support, Hospital
2Park RangersControlled AccessSecurity

5National Park ServiceMaps, GIS Data, Publications

4SUVs, Rental OKVehicles

4Alamosa (30k)Lodging
3NoneComms
2NonePower
3Alamosa.Water & Food
2LimitedLogistics Infrastructure Base Site
418 Wheelers OK.Road
5Alamosa. COS 3.0 hAirport (Major)Logistics

ACCESS
3Halophiles?Astrobiology (Extremophiles,…)Biology
3WindProcesses (Impact, Volcanism,…)
3DunesFeatures (Surface, Subsurface)
2GraniticComposition (Mineral., Geochem.)Geology

SCIENCE
4Layered depositsStructure (Layered, Massive,…)Subsurface
4Locally clearVegetation
4UnconsolidatedPhysical Properties
3Silt, sand, gravelBlock/Particle Size & Shape Distrib.Terrain
4Range of slopes.Slopes
410+ acresAvailable Area / Traverse RangeTopography
4Great Sand Dunes NPT, P, RH, Insolation, Radiation,…Environment

EXPLORATION
1-5CommentDetailsAspect

EVALUATION SUMMARY
Suitable terrain. Range of slopes. Scenic. 
Access to test area problematic: National Park Service 
+ Vegetation barrier. Facilities limited. Security limited.


